
   2018 Time Table for Service of Motion Papers*  

  Service of Motion Papers by Personal Delivery or Facsimile 

Serve Notice of Motion 
and Affidavits  

Serve Answering 
Affidavits  

Serve Reply  
Affidavits  

Serve Notice Of  
Cross-Motion 

8 
Days Before Return Date 

 

2 
Days Before 
Return Date 

N/A 3 Days Before Time 
Motion Is Noticed to Be 
Heard  

(plus 3 days, if by mail)  

(plus 1 “business day”, if 
by overnight delivery 
service) 

16 
Days Before 
Return Date      

7 
Days Before 
Return Date  
If Notice  
Of Motion  
Demands 

1 
Day Before 
Return Date 

7 Days Before Time 
Motion Is Noticed to Be 

Heard If Notice of Motion 

demands. 
 
(plus 3 days, if by mail)  

(plus 1 “business day”, if 
by overnight delivery 
service) 

 
      Service of Motion Papers by Mail  

Serve Notice of Motion 
and Affidavits  

Serve Answering 
Affidavits  

Serve Reply  
Affidavits  

Serve Notice Of  
Cross-Motion  

13 
Days Before Return Date 

2 
Days Before 
Return Date 

N/A 3 Days Before Time 
Motion Is Noticed to Be 
Heard 
 
(plus 3 days, if by mail)  

(plus 1 “business day”, if 
by overnight delivery 
service) 

21 
Days Before 
Return Date      

7 
Days Before 
Return Date  
If Notice  
Of Motion  
Demands 

1 
Day Before 
Return Date 

7 Days Before Time 
Motion Is Noticed to Be 

Heard If Notice of Motion 

demands. 

 

(plus 3 days, if by mail)  

(plus 1 “business day”, if 
by overnight delivery 
service)  

  Service of Motion and Cross Motion Papers by Overnight Delivery Service 

Serve Notice of Motion 
and Affidavits  

Serve Answering 
Affidavits  

Serve Reply  
Affidavits  

Serve Notice Of  
Cross-Motion 



9 
Days Before Return Date 

2 
Days Before 
Return Date 

N/A 3 Days Before Time 
Motion Is Noticed to Be 
Heard  

(plus 3 days, if by mail)  

(plus 1 “business day”, if 
by overnight delivery 
service) 

 

17 
Days Before 
Return Date      

7 
Days Before 
Return Date  
If Notice  
Of Motion  
Demands 

1 
Day Before 
Return Date 

7 Days Before Time 
Motion Is Noticed to Be 

Heard If Notice of Motion 

demands.  

 

(plus 3 days, if by mail)  

(plus 1 “business day”, if 
by overnight delivery 
service). 

 
 
*This table is based upon the provisions of  CPLR 2214 (b), CPLR 2215 and CPLR 2103(b)  
 

 
  The  New York Matrimonial Trial Handbook by Joel R. Brandes is available in 
Kindle editions and ebook editions in our website bookstore.  The electronic 
edition is the perfect “assistant” to bring into the courtroom on your 
tablet or laptop for a contested matrimonial trial. It places the 
substantive law and the rules of evidence at your fingertips. You can quickly 
find what you need to know to lay a foundation for the introduction of 
evidence, and grounds for objecting to evidence offered by your adversary. 
Counsel never has to worry about what questions to ask a witness in a 
difficult situation. There are thousands of suggested questions for the 
examination of witnesses  and cross-examination of expert witnesses dealing 
with every aspect of the matrimonial trial. 

         The  New York Matrimonial Trial Handbook  by Joel R. Brandes  is available at 
bookstores and online in the print edition at the Bookbaby Bookstore, Amazon Kindle, Barnes & 

Noble and Goodreads. 

         The New York Matrimonial Trial Handbook  was written for both the attorney 
who has never tried a matrimonial action and for the experienced litigator. It is a “how to” book for 
lawyers. This 836 page handbook focuses on the procedural and substantive law, as well as the 
law of evidence, that an attorney must have at his or her fingertips when trying a matrimonial 
action.  It is intended to be an aid for preparing for a trial and as a reference for the procedure in 
offering and objecting to evidence during a trial.  The handbook deals extensively with the 
testimonial and documentary evidence necessary to meet the burden of proof.  There are 
thousands of suggested questions for the examination of witnesses at trial to establish each 
cause of action and requests for ancillary relief, as well as for the cross-examination of difficult 
witnesses.     Table of Contents  

 

Published by Joel R. Brandes Consulting Services, Inc., 2881 NE 33rd Court, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, 33306, 954-564-9883. Joel R. Brandes Consulting Services, Inc. is not a law firm or a 
lawyer, and does not give legal advice.  Send mail to: joel@nysdivorce.com.   Website:  
www.nysdivorce.com 
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Notice: This publication was created to provide authoritative information concerning the subject 
matter covered. However, it was not necessarily written by persons licensed to practice law in a 
particular jurisdiction. The publisher is not engaged in rendering legal advice and this publication 
is not intended to give legal advice about a specific legal problem, nor is it a substitute for the 
advice of an attorney.  If legal advice is required the services of a competent attorney should be 
sought. Copyright © 2018, Joel R. Brandes Consulting Services, Inc., All Rights Reserved. 

 


